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PRESIDENTȭS REPORT 2007 

 
The year 2007 has concluded with the Victorian Masters Athletics being in a strong 

position both financially and membership numbers. 

 

Given the age structure of the club, we find ourselves with increasing numbers in the 

upper age brackets but lower numbers in the lower age brackets.  This is of concern to the 

Committee and it has taken steps to try and correct the imbalance.  To widen our 

membership we have taken the step to hold the 2008 VMA Championships in 

conjunction with the Athletics Victoria over Age Championships with the aim of gaining 

more dual memberships especially in the 30-55 age groupings.  A re-designed colour 

brochure is also in the pipeline for 2008. However, there was a steady flow of new 

members during the year and a number of renewals which is an encouraging sign. 

 

The 2007 Track and Field Championships again proved a successful competition despite 

the gale blowing up the home straight!  The mixture of track and field athletes ensured an 

entertaining Field and Weight Pentathlon meeting.  The Committee wishes to thank 

Graeme Rose and the Championships Committee for the hard work they put in to ensure 

the smooth running of these events.  Thanks also go to Lavinia Petrie plus all the officials 

for all their efforts as a first class meeting depends upon the number and skills of the 

officials. 

 

A new initiative was introduced into the 2007 Winter Competition with inaugural 

Browne Shield and Sashes.  These were kindly donated by Colin and Dot Browne. 

Competition proved to be very keen with the honours being taken out by the Knox Venue 

in both the team and individual Men and Womenôs events. 

 

The Winter Weight Pentathlon was also strongly supported by the dedicated throwers 

who form the Throwers Venue. 

 

As usual, the VMA road walks at Albert Park were keenly contested by walkers from the 

various venues and from all reports there were competitive races held in a strong spirit of 

camaraderie. 

 

This year saw the introduction of a new Club Constitution and in 2008 a new set of By 

Laws will be introduced.  Thanks go to Alan Lucas and his sub committee for all the long 

hours put into up grading the legal identity of VMA.  

 

It is a truism, and it applies to VMA, that a club is only as strong as its individuals.  In my 

visits to the various venues, I have found a strong feeling of sociability, comradeship and 

competitiveness which in turn flows onto VMA itself.  This also manifests itself in the 

various intra club competitions throughout the year. 

 

The Club and its venues cannot be successful without the army of volunteers working 

quietly behind the scenes.  The VMA is a successful club because of these people. 



 

I would like to thank the following for their commitment and time over the past year-: 

 

¶ The athletes for their support of the Club, venues and various special events. 

¶ Venue Managers and volunteers. 

¶ Lindsay Oxenham for his work on News and Results, Ralph Bennett our new 
Webmaster, Ken Walters and his helpers for producing Around The Grounds and 

Astrid Rose for her work as Membership Registrar. 

¶ Graham Philpott for his everlasting patience in his role of Uniform Coordinator, 
especially in the transition period from the old to the new uniform. 

¶ Clyde Riddoch for his work as both State and National Statistician. 

¶ Lavinia Petrie and David Sheehan for their work as Club Captain and Vice 

Captain. 

¶ Colin Browne for his tireless effort in organizing and posting the various 
publications of the Club. 

 

The only small cloud on the horizon is that there are still vacancies on the Committee and 

I would like members to give serious thought to becoming a member of the VMA 

Committee. 

 

In closing, I would like to thank the Committee and Club members for all their support 

they have given to me in my new role as President. 

 

RUSSELL OAKLEY 

 

PRESIDENT ï VMA 
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I have now had the pleasure of serving in the position of Secretary of the VMA for two 

years and firstly may I express my gratitude to the Committee and members for bearing 

with me whilst I ólearnt the ropesô.  

 

The Committee has been very active, meeting monthly, even though the Constitution 

only calls for a minimum of four meetings in any year. We also held two Venue 

Managersô Meetings during the year. 

 

The reports by the Treasurer and the Club Captain give an indication of the sound 

financial status of the Association and the busy program of events staged during the year. 

 

Without wishing to steal the thunder of the President or Vice-President I personally wish 

to thank the Treasurer and Club Captain for the work they have put in during the year. I 

am also grateful to Alan Bennie for filling the position of Assistant Secretary and making 

my burden lighter. 

 

Special thanks also go to David Sheehan for the hard work he put into organising the 

Annual Dinner Dance. 

 

The highlights of the year from the point of view of the Committee would have to include 

the revision of the Constitution and by-laws to update many sections and also introduce a 

disputes facility which was previously lacking.  

 

I must thank Gordon Stephen for maintenance of the website unfortunately interrupted by 

illness and express our gratitude to Ralph Bennett for taking over.  We also acknowledge 

the innovative use of websites and newsletters by some venues to promote the 

association. 

 

Further on the theme of publicity, the work of Lindsay Oxenham in the production and 

distribution of News & Results and Ken and Judy Walters for Around the Grounds must 

be acknowledged and applauded. 

 

Others to assist greatly include Astrid Rose, Subscriptions Secretary, and Clyde Riddoch, 

Club Statistician, and we are grateful for their efforts. 

 

The innovation of the Dot & Colin Browne Winter Shield in 2007 was an interesting 

development which the Committee will monitor closely. 

 

It is reassuring that the membership of VMA remains constant however we can cater for 

many more athletes and everyone is encouraged to look for opportunities to increase our 

numbers by introducing new members. 

 



The Victorian Masters has maintained liaison with the Australian Masters Association 

throughout the year and the efforts of Graeme Rose who represents Victoria on the 

National Board deserve special mention. 

 

Richard Trembath joined the Board this year and doubtlessly will contribute significantly 

to the organization. 

 

I am confident that I speak for the Committee in stating that the greatest plaudits must go 

to those ladies and gentlemen who form the backbone of the organization, namely the 

Venue Managers and their assistants together with the many volunteers who give of their 

time every week, often in cold (and hopefully in the near future, wet!) conditions to 

ensure that we can compete in interesting and challenging events run in a smooth and 

professional manner. Without the voluntary efforts of this army of people the whole 

concept of Mastersô athletics would be impossible. Unfortunately their devotion 

sometimes remains unrecognised and I hope in some small way to remedy that 

impression. 

 

I look forward to the VMA continuing its smooth running in 2008/09 

 

 

Ashley Page 

Secretary 



VICTORIAN MASTERS ATHLETICS INC. (A.C.N. Al760) 
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I advise that I have audited the books and accounts of Victorian Masters Athletics Inc. as 

at 31
st
  December 2007, and the final accounts are in accordance with those records. 

 

I have sighted the individual summaries of Venuesô accounts for the year, and Venuesô 

Consolidation of` Income & Expenditure and Balance Sheet as at 3lst December 2007, 

but have not checked details of financial transactions and records as they are kept 

independently of VMA Management. 

 

 

 

 

(original signed) 

 

Peter Le Get 

 

24th March 2008 

 



CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT 2007 
 

We have completed another season of competition. 

 

The Venues competed for the Dot and Colin Browne Shield during the Winter 

Competition, with Knox being the overwhelming first up winners from Croydon and 

Collingwood. Knox also had the individual winners in the male and female categories 

being Paul Twinning and Lavinia Petrie. 

 

One of our winter events was conducted in conjunction with AV, but unfortunately we 

only attracted three extra competitors. We combine an event again next year but points 

will not score for the inter venue shield. 

 

Our Track and Field competition was again successful during the year and many records 

were again claimed at State, National and World Level. 

 

The Wal. Shepherd trophy for the winner of the M60 800m this year went to Wayne 

Fitzsimmons from Collingwood and the Mike OôNeill trophy for the highest age graded 

percentage over 1500m was won by Bronwen Cardy from Croydon. 

 

The season 2008-2009 will see exciting times with AV conducting our Track and Field  

championships at Olympic Park for the first time. This will be a joint venture, with VMA 

also providing assistance with the running of the programme. We hope that it is 

successful and we continue our association with AV. 

 

Congratulations everybody and Happy and Successful competition in 2008. 

 

 

 

LAVINIA PETRIE 

 

CLUB CAPTAIN 

 

 



MASTERS TEAMS IN AV COMPETITION 

WINTER CROSS COUNTRY 
 

Once again we entered a team in the AV Cross Country Competition. The events 

included relays, road races and cross country over various terrains. The season covers ten 

events in total. Made up of the following events: 

 

RELAYS: 

Cross Country: 4 X 6 Kms. Road: 4 X 6.2 Kms. Ekiden Road: (5 runners cover a total of 

32.3 Kms). 

Melbourne Tan 4 x 3.8Kms. 

ROAD RACES: 

Sandown l0Krns. La Trobe University, Bundoora l5Kms. Burnley Half Marathon. 

CROSS COUNTRY: 

Three races at various venues covering distances of 8 Km, l2 Km and 16 Kms. 

ATHLETES IN TEAM: 
Alan Bennie (Springvale & Noble Park). Graham Philpott (Caulfield). Martin Lyons 

(Caulfield). David Sheehan (Caulfield). Murray Hutchinson (Croydon). Will Sellick 

(Springvale & Noble Park). 

 

It was a mixed year for us. We had athletes unavailable due to the usual family and 

business commitments, plus the customary occasional injuries. This combined with the 

very small pool of competitors sometimes made it difficult to field full teams. However, 

on the occasions when we had a full complement of runners we proved very competitive 

and finished in the top half of the fields. Alan, Graham and Martin represented us on 

most occasions with Murray, Will and David running when available. 

 

Robert May (Frankston) joined later in the season and had a couple of very useful óhit-

outsô for us. 

 

Well done and thank you to all members who competed. 

 

We have a team entered for 2008 so I warmly welcome any members who would care to 

join the stalwarts and support the masters team. Remember it does not matter at what 

level you compete at or how many events you can do. Just come along and join us! 



SUMMER INTER-CLUB COMPETITION: 
 

TEAM MEMBERS: 

WALKS: Ralph Bennett (Mentone), Janet Holmes (Caulfield), Gwen Steed (Mentone) 

SPRINTS: Michael Rix (Frankston), Robert May (Frankston) 

MIDDLE DISTANCE: Alan Bennie (Springvale), Graham Philpott (Caulfield), Martin 

Lyons (Caulfield) 

FIELD EVENTS: Robert May, Michael Rix, Graham Philpott 

 

The team, although small in numbers, competed very well in our section missing out on 

second spot by one premiership point. 

 

All athletes excelled in their specialist events. However, true team spirit prevailed with 

many members representing us in other events to gain valuable additional points. 

You should all be congratulated on your efforts at keeping the masters flag flying. 

Hopefully we can increase our numbers for next season and better our chances at 

finishing on top of our section. 

 

lf any members are interested in testing themselves in any of the events, come along and 

join the team. For further information on winter or summer competitions please give me a 

call and I will assist where possible. 

 

 

David Sheehan 

Vice Captain Victorian Masters 

Tel: Home: (03) 9725 5801 Tel: Work: (03) 9215 6111 

 

 



ALTONA VENUE REPORT 2007 
 

 

The Altona venue continues to struggle with a low but steady membership. We have only 

about 10 runners competing regularly, however these members are boosted by social 

members (mainly broken-down and ageing former athletes) who walk around the nearby 

Cherry Lake. The VMA website seems to be our best source for recruiting new members.  

Pleasingly about half our members have joined during the past three years and they 

should boost the future of the venue. 

 

 The venue has a friendly atmosphere and during the past year we have enjoyed two 

social weekends - at Portarlington and Falls Creek. 

 

During the Summer months, Venue meetings take place on Tuesday evenings, utilizing a 

grass track which has deteriorated due to the inability of the Council to water the oval. 

The clubhouse and the track are also used by the Altona Little Athletics Club. 

 

 The grass track has no lighting, thus during the winter months we meet on alternate 

Sunday afternoons on various running paths including the You Yangs and the banks of 

various creeks and rivers. 

 

I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the work carried out by Margaret Evans 

(Secretary), Pat MacGlashan (Treasurer), Michael Orelli(Assistant Venue Manager), 

Gordon Burrowes (Handicapper) and Jack MacGlashan(Council Liaison Officer). 

 

 

 

 

Stan Belcher 

 

Venue Manager 



CAULFIELD VENUE REPORT 2007 
 

Caulfield venue has again had another good year where our weekly attendances have 

been constant and regular, and perhaps more importantly, the social aspects of the venue 

have been maintained. 

 

 We are very fortunate to have a group of people who come along each week to organize 

and assist with the conduct of our events, and this ensures the smooth running of the 

programme each night. This group makes sure the rooms are ready, the paperwork is 

organized and the arrangements for supper are made. Also apart from the conduct of the 

events on the track we try to have a birthday cake and song each night when membersô 

birthdays come around. 

 

Probably the big night each year is our Living Legends Night. This event has now been 

going for five years in its existing format and we look forward to being the hosts of our 

fellow Masters from Mentone and Springvale/Noble Park venues. We also enjoyed 

having some friends from East Burwood come along this year and join on with a fun 

team. On a sad note one of our Legends, Ralph Field passed away during the year. He 

was well respected member of the Victorian Veterans and Masters Athletics over the 

years and was competing into his nineties. 

 

We also assist with the Track and Field days and other events that are held by our Club. 

We also try to attend events put on by other Venues and thank them for organizing these 

Intervenue meetings. I hope everyone enjoys coming along each week, and continues to 

do so. The assistance that I receive from everyone makes the role of Manager an 

enjoyable task. 

 

 

Peter McGrath 

Venue Manager 

 

 



COBURG REPORT 2007 

 
Thursday nights at the Coburg Venue provide for a variety of interests. In addition 

to our regular group of VMA members from Coburg and neighbouring clubs we cater for 

the Coburg Harriers sprint group and, quite often, former athletes keen to resume their 

involvement in the sport. 

 

A typical evening features two sprints, a middle distance and a longer distance 

event. Variations within the framework include special events such as the Teams 

Challenge, Hares and Hounds, 3.5km Spiral Handicap, 2 min. SSP (Select own Starting 

Point) and a Time versus Age over 300m. 

 

The year ended with the usual flurry of activity. Neighbours Night, featuring the 

Barb Dalgleish Memorial 4 x 200m relay was, once again, a most successful event with 

Collingwood just edging out Doncaster in record time. The Pudding Gift, a 120m 

handicap, continues to grow in numbers and enthusiasm. A touch of class this year was 

added with sashes and plaques, donated by Benny Tancredi and Paul Torrini, presented to 

the winners, Jay Blake and Fiona Ely. June Stevens, who made the excellent puddings, 

made the presentations to the Gift placegetters and to Andrew Fletcher, winner of the 

Pudding Mile. 

 

A night of fine food and festivities rounded off the year. Bernie (Santa) Goggin 

was in fine form. Heather Collyer and lots of helpers performed marvels in the kitchen. 

Benny Tancredi was a worthy winner of the Harold Stevens Perpetual Trophy in 

recognition of his excellent services during the year. Certificates of Appreciation were 

presented to our regular team of helpers who ensure the success of our Thursday evening 

programs. 

 

Our relations with our associate club ï the Coburg Harriers ï continue to be of 

benefit to both clubs with Coburg Mastersô activities providing an avenue of recruitment 

to the Harriersô Cross Country and Track and Field Teams in Athletics Victoria 

competition. 

 

 

George Goode,  Neville Wilson 

 

 ï Venue Managers . 



VICTORIAN MASTERS ATHLETICS Inc. 

COLLINGWOOD VENUE REPORT 2007 
 

Once again our year began with some disruption as the finishing touches were made to 

the track upgrade. Luckily we have easy access to many nearby bicycle paths and tracks 

which provide a wide variety of courses for distance events during daylight saving time. 

Later in the year the track facilities were further enhanced with the installation of 

additional lighting which improved visibility significantly. The lights were funded by 

contributions from Collingwood Harriers, Collingwood Little Athletics and our Venue. 

 

Our regular group who perform duties that keep the Venue operational each week once 

again deserve our sincere thanks. Bruce Gibbs, Harry Mason, Judy Mason, Ray Harbert, 

Tony "Rocket" Williams, Ron Young, Heather Johnstone, Kim Wright, Allison 

Drosdowsky, John Schuijers, John Pocock, Ken Senior, Les Cations and Carmel Pardy all 

served the Venue diligently. Also, special thanks to those countless others who perform 

seemingly small tasks that help us conduct the Venue efficiently and enhance the 

enjoyment of all. 

 

The Venue also thanks those volunteers who assisted at:  

¶ the long jump at the Victorian Masters championships 

¶ the Victorian Masters l0k Track championships at the Venue 

¶ the Victorian Masters cross-country in Yarra Bend Park 

¶ the Police and Emergency Services cross-country in Yarra Bend Park. 

Our Venue was privileged to conduct the VMA 10k Track Championship on a Sunday 

morning in May. Whilst the number of competitors wasnôt big there were some good 

performances with two outstanding ones. A World record was set by Theresia Baird in 

the W65 age group and an Australian record was posted by Bronwen Cardy in W55. 

Could the new track have been a contributing factor? 

 

The 14th running of the Magpie Marathon was once again our most popular event, with 

45 out of 56 competitors completing the distance. The Denis OôHehir Memorial Trophy 

was won by Tony Bird who was also the fastest male. This is the first time the "doubleò 

has been achieved. The fastest female was Carly McGinniskin. Rod Bayley and Wes 

Windsor maintained their sequence of being the only competitors to have completed 

every Magpie Marathon. Bruce Gibbs and Ken Senior completed their 10
th

 Magpie 

Marathon and were presented with special awards to recognize their achievement. 

 

The Magpie Half Marathon also proved popular with the winner being Christopher 

Boylen and the fastest female Nina Field. Rod Bayley joined John Peacock and Barry 

Boyd as the only Members to have completed ten Magpie Half Marathons and was 

presented with a special award to recognize his achievement. These three gents also have 

the distinction of having completed 10 Magpie Marathons. 

 



The Summer Points Competition was once again conducted over the summer months and 

the winner this year was John Schuijers. 

 

The fourth running of the Don Warden Memorial 400 metre Handicap was once again a 

great night. The Warden family attended in force and we very much appreciate their 

presence over the years. Five heats were keenly contested with a great atmosphere 

created by the very supportive onlookers. The hotly contested final was won by John 

Schuijers when he just caught Alex McCutchan, one of Dons granddaughters. 

 

The Venue attended Neighbours Night at the Coburg Venue for the conduct of the Barb 

Dalgleish Memorial Relay. Keith Howden kindly volunteered himself as the team 

coordinator and put forth the suggestion that team members wear Collingwood Harriers 

singlets, which display a magpie logo. He worked feverishly recruiting team members 

and working out the composition of our three teams. He even printed a special newsletter 

dedicated to the event and the teams. Proudly representing our Venue, John Schuijers, 

Anita Newbery, Andrew Evans and Keith Howden, produced a magnificent victory. 

Andrew Evans ran an extraordinary last leg after starting many metres behind, striding to 

the lead in the home straight. Andrew was so keen to compete that he delayed his 

departure for overseas until later that night and didnôt even have time to stay for the 

trophy presentation. Congratulations to all our representatives. 

 

Venue Co-Managers 

 

Graeme and Wasyl. 

 

 

 

  



 

CROYDON VENUE REPORT 2007 
 

Our venue has had another great year. Attendance at club nights varied between 45 and 

over 60 members and visitors. I note we have had quite a few younger members join up 

over the past few months. 

 

This was my fifth year as Venue Manager (alongside Ken Walters). With young triplets 

(now 6 ½ ) I was dubious about whether I could continue to handle the responsibilities of 

being Venue Manager. I must say the year has been very successful, membership 

numbers have increased over the year and I have thoroughly enjoyed it. It is great to be 

coðManager with Ken Walters. He makes my job much easier, is very relaxed and is fun 

to work with. He has a lot of great ideas for events which is acknowledged by the number 

of people who turn up each week. We had a huge variety of events over the year and this 

contributed to the number of members growing each week. 

 

Our function nights have been a huge success with many people turning up to run the 

special events and enjoy some pizza, hot dogs, soup and social chat afterwards. 

The Memorial Walk was held again in August. It was a great night with many members 

from other tracks coming along to compete. It was a huge success with all donations 

going to the Anti-Cancer Council. 

 

Our Christmas function was held on Saturday 8 December 2007. A fantastic night was 

had by all. Door prizes, raffle prizes etc. were fantastic. It was a fun night with about 40 

people attending. We hope to have another successful night next year. 

Our Christmas breakup was sensational. There were many fantastic prizes and those who 

won were thrilled to receive them. 

 

Thanks to all the members who have brought along the wonderful supper every week to 

make our nights even more enjoyable. 

 

In late November 2006 our track was pulled up for re-surfacing. We finally were able to 

use our wonderful new track in April this year. I think our new track has encouraged lots 

of newcomers to our venue. We have had enormous support from our members who 

continue to attend every week. 

 

Our venue wouldnôt be such a success without the assistance of our regular helpers such 

as Frank Tutchener (Starter), Laurie Pearson (Place Judge/ Special Event organiser), Les 

Clark (Recording), Ray Callaghan (Timekeeping), George Simons and Terry Dunn (Field 

events), Colin and Alison Thompson (function nights and treasurer). Without them our 

success would not have been possible. We appreciate their efforts and enjoy the ribbing 

we get from each of them every week. It is also great to see that a few of our members 

are also on the Victorian Masters Athletics Inc. committee ðð Russell Oakley 

(President), Alan Lucas (Vice President) and Al Willey (Treasurer). 



 

 

I would like also to thank Les Clark for his help and guidance over the last few years. 

Thank you also to all at Croydon Venue for the help and support given to Ken Walters 

and myself over the last year. 

 

 

KAREN M. ARCHER 

KEN WALTERS 

Joint Venue Managers (Croydon Venue). 



ANNUAL REPORT 

DONCASTER VENUE, 2007 
 

 

 YET again, the emphasis of Doncaster venueôs year has been on quality rather 

than quality. Our venue membership remains in the 30s and our average attendance at 

about 20, but for a small venue we achieved quite a lot in 2007. 

 Undoubtedly the highlight was the naming of our star walker Andrew Jamieson as 

World Mastersô Athlete of the Year. 

Jamieson, 62, who won five gold medals at the World Championships in Italy and 

broke 11 world records during the year, received his award at a glittering dinner in 

Monaco in November. 

In addition to Jamiesonôs stellar performances, Doncaster athletes excelled at all 

Championship levels and dominated the Victorian Championships, winning 74 medals, 

42 of them gold. We also won The Landy Shield ï the venue teams section of The Landy 

Trophy ï but unfortunately lost the Barb Dalgleish Memorial relay trophy, contested 
annually at Coburg, despite our teams turning in great performances to finish second and 

third behind Collingwood, who broke the event record. 

Mention must also be made of Doncasterôs other two representatives at the World 

Championships, June Reeves and Richard Trembath, both of whom acquitted themselves 

well.  

Reeves, 62, contested two individual events and made the finals in both the 100 

metres, in which she finished fifth, and the 200, in which she ran eighth. Trembath, 65, 

made the finals of all three of his events, winning a heat of the long hurdles for the fourth 

time. He finished fourth in the final of the hurdles, sixth in the 400 and ninth in the 800. 

    Both Reeves and Trembath won silver medals in the relays, Reeves in the 4x100 

and Trembath in the 4x400. Trembathôs team dropped the baton while leading clearly at 

the halfway mark. The incident may well have cost them victory but they still managed to 

break the Australian M65 record, recording 4m 14.28s for the journey.  

Doncaster had a limited representation at the Nationals in Hobart but Jim Poulter 

brought home a gold and two silvers, Jamieson a gold, while Katrina Philip and Richard 

also won minor medals. 

Philip again displayed good form at the Australasian Mastersô Championships in 

Adelaide, winning a gold and a silver in the W45 middle distance events, while Grant 

Stewart won three golds and Greg Champion, John Browne and Matt Scholes were all 

among the minor medals. 

The Landy Trophy, our feature event of the year, was again a highlight with the 

final attracting arguably the best field assembled in a single race in Mastersô Athletics in 

the past decade. 

Of the first four placegetters ï Hugh Coogan (Qld), Bob Wishart, Mike Johnston 

and Peter Crombie (NSW) ï only Wishart has not won a World Championship and he 

won what was then Australiaôs top professional sprint race, the Bendigo Thousand, in 

1963 and has raced with great success in the pro ranks ever since. 



Coogan, 72, set The Landy record of 43.45 for the age-graded 400 metres the 

previous year and followed up with an equally impressive 44.24 twelve months on. 

We were fortunate to have Stuart Broadley & Associates, financial advisers, of 

Heidelberg take over as principal sponsor and to retain the sponsorship of our long-time 

supporters JNJ Electrics, Runnersô World, Andrewôs Shoes, Renown Silverware, 

Qualitops and the Sebel-Heritage Golf and Country Club. 

We also received on-going support from the City of Manningham, who provide 

trophies for our secondary event, The Manningham Mile, won on this occasion by top 

middle-distance runner Jason Woolhouse, who set a new race record of 4:08 before going 

on to win the mile event at the Stawell Gift meeting a few weeks later. 

We also owe a debt of gratitude to Doncaster Little Athletics, who again provided 

the timing gates in addition to organizing The Doncaster Dash, won by Mason Stroud. 

Despite the quality of the meeting, the support it received from the the general  

membership of Victorian Mastersô Athletics was again most disappointing, as was the 

initial support received from the open class middle distance runners for The Manningham 

Mile. It really was a óscrambleô to get adequate numbers to put on a good show, 

especially in light of the fact that Australiaôs athletics icon John Landy was in attendance 

to present the trophies.  

We later discussed whether to go on with the meeting in 2008 but following 

suggestions and plans put forward by Doncaster members Bryan Bottomley and Matt 

Scholes and an assurance of assistance from The Landyôs usual co-ordinator Richard 

Trembath, it was decided to do so. 

Apart from the usual success of both our Summer Series and Winter Series (each 

conducted over six weeks), the principal on-track highlight of the year was the third 

running of The Sixty Minutes, a one-hour run event held on the last Monday in 

September. 

Resuming after a recess of 12 months, the event attracted a good field of 17 and 

saw Bronwen Cardy turn in a brilliant performance to break the world record for the W55 

age-group with a distance of 15.32km. 

Doncasterôs oldest member, Margaret Prowse, set an Australian record in the 

W85 division, while Victorian records went to Julie Norney (W35), John Duck (M55), 

Phil Bowes (M50) and Victoria Skrucana (W40). 

Again Doncaster proved to be a venue where just about everyone contributes to 

the workload and I must acknowledge in particular the efforts of secretary Bryan 

Bottomley, treasurer John Browne, assistant venue-manager Grant Stewart, race-night 

managers Graham Walter, Cameron Charter and Allan Wood, and our catering manager 

June Reeves. 

 Three of our great stalwarts, Don McLean, Con Matthews and Kay Burnie, 

departed during the year and all of them are greatly missed. There were plenty of others, 

too, and their contributions were very much appreciated. 

Overall the year was undoubtedly a good one for Doncaster and, despite our lack 

of the numbers of some venues, we retain out reputation as the top sprint venue in 

Victorian Mastersô Athletics.  

One of the most heartening aspects of being involved with Doncaster venue is the 

number of ófirst timersô who comment on how friendly and helpful they find our 

members. Perhaps that is because of our size and the fact that everyone knows everyone 



else. There is a real air of camaraderie and always someone who has time to extend a 

personal welcome to a visitor. Not all of them come back, but Iôm sure most of them 

enjoy the experience of a night or several at Doncaster. 

 

 

RICHARD TREMBATH 

Venue Manager, VMA Doncaster 



EAST BURWOOD VENUE REPORT 2007 

 
East Burwood had another successful year in 2007 with average attendances around 36. 

After 4 years as Venue Managers it is now time for a change. I and Ashley Ryan will 

hand over the reins to Alan Lucas, Manager and Gerald Burke as Assistant Manager, 

while Hawley Thomas will continue as Treasurer. 

  

Ashley and I wish them all the very best in their roles and hope they will enjoy the co-

operation and assistance that the East Burwood members have given us.  I personally 

have enjoyed my time as Venue Manager and have learned a great deal more about 

athletics than I did before I took over the job as Venue Manager.  I must thank Ashley, 

Trevor Jupp, Jack Fredrickson and Hawley Thomas for the great job they have done in 

assisting me over the past four years. I would not have been able to do it without their 

help. 

 

The special events nights once again proved very successful.  The running of the John 

Gosbell 5km. event was again the highlight of the year with approximately 68 

competitors running to remember one of the great contributors to Veteran/Masters 

Athletics.  Congratulations to Dragan Isailovic, and Bronwen Cardy winners of the Mens 

and Womens events.  The Gwen Davidson 100M Hcp. And Bob Lewis 400m Hcp. was 

another highlight of the year, with runners competing for perpetual trophies to mark 

Gwen and Bobs efforts in Masters Athletics. 

 

The Doug Orr Memorial Half Mile Handicap Inter-venue Challenge between us, 

Croydon, Doncaster Knox and Springvale was, as expected, another great night with 

Croydon winning the overall points tally to take the Shield from East Burwood.  Thanks 

to Ken Walters, Karen Archer and Phyllis Gosbell and other members from Croydon for 

their Contributions in helping to make this event so successful. Congratulations to Kevin 

McLaughlan for a magnificent run to win the event.  

 

One of our fun events of the year and great success was the AFL Grand Final football 

shuttle relay where competitors had to run, bouncing the ball, and hand passing to the 

next runner until all four team members had completed their run, with the final runner 

having to handball the football into a rubbish bin from the 10M line. 

 

Thanks again to the Track Committee who work tirelessly to keep the venue up to world 

class condition.  If it was not for the hard work of the Committee and the long hours 

spent in the Canteen raising funds, I am sure the track would not be what it is today. 

 

Membership was down again although we managed to sign up eight new members 

 

There are many other people other than the Venue Manager that makes a venue run 

smoothly. I must personally thank Shirley Coppock for cooking cakes and biscuits, 

supplying tea, coffee and milk each week; our Social Secretary, Anne Hawkins, who 

works tirelessly throughout the year, especially this year under extreme circumstances, 



Phyllis Gosbell for recording, Hawley Thomas for keeping our finances on track and 

special thanks to Peter Battrick who managed to bring in new ideas for distance events. 

 

On completion of my final Report, I would like to thank all the East Burwood members 

who have given me their full support over the years and I know that this will continue 

under the new management team.  Setting up, judging, time keeping, starting, handing 

out place discs and most of all cleaning and tidying up at the end of the night.  These 

things just don not happen, they are an effort you make the venue run smoothly.  There 

are many more individuals that I would like to thank.  I hope they know who they are. 

 

 

Allan Wood 

 

Venue Manager 
 

 

 

 

  

   



FRANKSTON  VENUE 

 
 

Our year of 2007 was a very sad year for our venue, for not only did we lose Andrew Piercy in February, 

another long-standing member Ian MacArthur passed away mid year, after a fairly short illness.  Ian was 

a very accomplished sprinter and had a lot of success at our venue.  Ian was a real friend to all and was 

always smiling and laughing and telling jokes, he has been greatly missed by all our members. 

 

The club athlete of the year was again very close with a long standing member who partakes in many 

different events coming third was Doug Petroff.   Second place was a consistent middle distance runner 

who came to us from the Southern Peninisula Umpires Association and has been with us now for some 

years David Dodson.   Our winner John Hallo has been coming to this venue for at least 20 years, being a 

very accomplished walker and deservedly was our Club athlete of 2007. 

 

Our annual 120 metre handicap was changed this year to a 200 metre handicap as requested by most of 

our members.   It was very competitive and was handicapped for all finishers to run it in 25 secs., as you 

can see from the results below the winner got under the handicap guard and was well below that.   The 

final was run on the last night of the year on December 20
th

.    

The results being: 

1.   Lindsay Beaton        M57          -10.16               33.16                23.00     

2.   Kevin Irons              M63          -  6.32               30.40                24.08 

3.   Alan Radford           M56          -  4.59               29.10                24.11 

4.   Ray OôConnor         M70           -10.63              34.90                24.27 

5.   David Buschkuehl   M40           -  3.38              27.66                24.28 

6.   Mike Hall                M69            - 7.68              32.48                 24.80 

7.   Graham Kilfoyle     M56            - 2.81              27.94                 25.13 

8.   Sid Elkes                 M82            -13.31             38.53                 25.22 

                                       

Our winner Lindsay Beaton had hardly done any sprinting throughout the year, so his times were hard to 

assess, but he seemed to grow another leg in each round of the 200 metre handicap, Lindsay will find it 

harder next year. 

 

John Hallo was again our social secretary but he found it hard to organize any decent events last year. 

 

I would like to thank John for all his help throughout the year as our venue could not function without all 

his input.  I would like to welcome John as part of our new management team as John and I will be venue 

managers for 2008. 

 

As in past years l have to thank our treasurer John Wallace who has looked after us financially for the past 

11 years to my knowledge, and does his job with great experience and we are very lucky to have him. 

 

I would also like to make a special mention of Lindsay Beaton who is an absolute main stay of our venue 

and helps me tremendously. 

 

There are many people that help each Thursday night at our Venue and I thank them all for their support, 

I would just like to mention a few who are always helping, being in no particular order:  Lyn Pym; Kees 

Zwynenburg; Ray OôConnor; and  Marlene Petroff;. 

 



I would like to make special mention of Bill Carr, who does all our results and sends them into Around 

the Grounds. 

 

All in all we had a very successful 2007, again picking up quite a few new members, but also losing some 

along the way.     We have a core of about 20 people that always turn up regularly.   Again, we had a  

Christmas breakup on December 20th, where we had almost 60 people and it went off very well. 

I look forward to  2008 with much hope that we continue to get a good response each Thursday night. 

 

 

Peter  Duggan 

 

                                        

                                        

 



KNOX VENUE VMA  ANNUAL REPORT 2007 
 

Our Venue continues to operate with the help of dedicated  and enthusiastic members. 

 

Our major event for the year was our Handicap Half Marathon in December which was 

won for the first time by a Female Athlete ( Liz Eastwood  Knox) It was very pleasing to 

receive  41 entries from 5 venues. We anticipate that the event will be held a little earlier 

next year to avoid clashes with Christmas festivities. 

  

The highlight of our year was in winning the inaugural Browne Shield  for Winter 

Competition. 

 

 Fifteen of our regular athletes contested the events throughout the season. 

 

We also had the Male and Female Winners of the Colin Browne Trophy ( Paul Twining ) 

and  the Dot Browne Trophy ( Lavinia Petrie ). Dot Browne was on hand at our Annual ½ 

Marathon Evening to present the awards.  

 

Our Wednesday evening events have been well supported throughout the year including 

various teams events, handicaps  and The Thousand steps. 

 

We also participated in the Andy Salter Relays at Springvale and the Doug Orr Half Mile 

Handicap Series at East Burwood. We welcomed 10 new members this year . 

 

Special thanks to Chas McRae, Ian Uôren, Paul Durrant, Peter LeGet, Anne McPherson, 

Gavin Morton and John Signorini who have all helped to make my job at the venue a lot 

easier. 

 

 

Lavinia Petrie 

Manager Knox 

 



VICTORIAN MASTERS ATHLETICS ɂ MENTONE 
 

GENERAL REPORT AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 2007 

 

Mentone Masters continues to conduct weekly meetings at Dolamore Oval Mentone. 

Numbers have remained steady with an average of about 31 members participating per 

week. 

 

This year the Club has recorded a profit of $2361.18. As at 31" December 2007, an 

account for the 2007 Track Maintenance had not yet been received. If this fee is still to be 

applied, an adjustment in next yearôs profit margin is likely. 

 

Whilst ground management/track maintenance remains the outstanding financial 

commitment, the yearly figures show that the club is in a sound financial state. Funds are 

readily available for the general running of the club including providing numerous 

trophies given throughout the year. Funds spent in this way benefit the current members 

who attend the venue on a regular basis. 

 

Mentone Club volunteers working at the Melbourne Marathon event raised a sum of 

$330-00, which was a commendable effort. Donations from members amounted to $135-

00, plus $40-00 which was commission donated from sale of health bars sold by our 

member Harlene Hercules. 

 

The club continues to operate with three venue managers sharing duties, which has 

proven to be a very successful arrangement. The assistance of the many members, who 

help with various tasks on a weekly basis throughout the year, should be acknowledged 

as a tangible asset of our Club. 

 

Our monthly newsletter continues its high standard of reporting news and results, 

interesting snippets, membersô birthdays, athleteôs profile of the month, plus keeping 

members informed of future events. The production of the newsletter is almost entirely 

due to the efforts of long time member Sonya Mc Lennan, who gives her time and 

expertise on a huge scale. Our website includes all of the above items with additional 

information on membership requirements, coaching and training advice, venue records, 

current program and links to related sites. The website has the added benefit of having 

attracted several new members who otherwise may not have known about our activities, 

and is ably maintained and updated by Ralph Bennett. 

 

Several special events are conducted throughout the year with trophies presented to the 

winners. These include events for Mentone club members and the inter venue Peter 

Colthup 5 Miles Road Handicap. Special Walk events include the Frank Kealy Trophy, a 

most sought after prize donated by Frank. In November Frank celebrated his 90
th

 

Birthday at a celebration where his huge contribution to Mentone Masters was 

acknowledged. Our members also compete in various special events run by other clubs 

such as Caulfield and Springvale. 



Mentone Masters continues to provide an excellent venue both for social interaction 

between members and a strong promotion of athletic participation at all levels of 

expertise. 

 

Our Club is fortunate in having amongst our members, several who have World ranking 

in various events including walking and sprinting. Others are well represented in various 

competitions both state wide and interstate. 

 

Members are represented in most of the wide range of age groups, and enjoy the weekly 

competition and the social atmosphere found at Mentone Masters venue. 

 

 

 

GLAD WISHART ð TREASURER 

 

TED MC COY - ASHLEY PAGE - IAN CASSELL --  CO-MANAGERS 

  

 



SOUTHERN PENINSULA REPORT 2007 

 
The number of participants for Track & Field events in some months was 

disappointing largely due to the fact that as more members were retiring they were 

travelling more extensively. Running events away from the track although seem to attract 

a greater attendance. The venue will try to gain more members by handing out leaflets at 

the end of fun runs. The 1
st
 attempt was aborted by the cancellation of the Arthurs Seat 

run. We have yet to see any interest from the Australia Day event. We had participants in 

the Lindsay Thomas, Andy Salter relay, Victorian, Australian & World Championships & 

the Mildura Games. 

 

The major issue facing the venue is that the Mornington Peninsula Shire has advised that 

the Truemanôs Road venue is to be a development & the complex will be moved. We 

have been advised that an athletic track will be at the new site but it is highly unlikely 

that it will be an all weather track. We have been pursuing this aspect but have met many 

roadblocks. An experiment was conducted to see if it was feasible to conduct events 

during the winter of a Wednesday night. It would be doubtful unless we use the football 

oval. 

 

An incident at the track in September has reinforced the need for more members to obtain 

CPR training & we have been fortunate to obtain the services of an ambulance officer to 

provide this vital training. It is also essential to retain a book with the current phone 

numbers & person to contact in case of an emergency. 

 

A new electronic stop watch was purchased courtesy of 50% grant from VMA. 

The following members held functions at their homes: Radfords, Suttons, Pownalls & 

Lovejoys. We thank them for their contribution to the social life of the club. 

Our thanks go to the following for their assistance in running the venue: 

 

Assistant Venue Managers: Russell Dow & Barry Fry 

Minute Secretary: Heather Carr 

Treasurer: Bernard Powell 

Social Secretary: Marlene Petroff 

Handicapper: Alan Radford  

Records Officer: Meredith Radford 

Truemanôs Road Committee: Ian Orr 

Refreshments: Doug & Marlene Petroff, Lee Pownall & Greg Lovejoy 

Programming & Course Marking: Russell Dow 

 

 

John Sutton 

 



SPRINGVALE/NOBLE PARK REPORT 2007 
 

The year has come and gone. Time seems to fly ð perhaps that is why I take longer to 

complete a race. We have had a reasonably good year at the venue, though I would like 

some more new members to boost our numbers. On a sad note, we lost one of our popular 

members in Ross Martin who lost a brave fight with illness. His cheery personality is 

being missed. Otherwise it was an enjoyable year with a variety of events at the venue, 

with good competition, particularly in our handicap events. In addition, various inter 

venue events provide friendly (but serious) competition but more importantly great 

comradeship. 

 

Our first major event of the year was the 15th running of the Lindsay Thomas memorial, 

held in January at Braeside Park, a superb venue for a run or a walk. Though numbers 

were down on earlier years we still had 94 from several venues competing on the night. 

As always the event was well organized by Ken Hough. 

 

Our main event of the year, the Andy Salter relay, was held on the first Wednesday of 

February. This year was the 24th running of the event and it continues to be popular with 

114 competitors. This year saw Croydon take home the trophy ahead of Springvale and 

Knox. 

 

We also conducted the Eric Greaves memorial run in July over 10 km at Braeside Park, 

in conjunction with the Victorian Cross Country League. A combined field of approx 150 

runners made it a good event and a fitting tribute to Eric. 2008 will see the 10
th

 running of 

the event. The most outstanding age graded performance was won for the 4th time by 

Theresia Baird who was in superb form in the first half of 2007 breaking the world 

records at 3000m, 5000m and 10000m for her age group (65-69). 

 

During the season we also conduct a 5km handicap series in honour of Eric which as 

usual was keenly contested and Iôm sure memories of Ericôs never give in attitude inspire 

competitors to find that extra effort. It certainly applies to this yearôs winner Howard 

Rees who claimed his 3rd victory in the event beating home Will Selleck and Lindsay 

Oxenham. A popular winner in a 3km walk handicap conducted in conjunction was 

Roland Brown. 

 

There were a number of other handicap series conducted during the year and these 

provided keen competition. Winners were Lindsay Oxenham in the prestigious Dave 

Middleton 100 metres (1 lm running), Jim Sinclair 200m, Lindsay Oxenham 400m, Jim 

Sinclair 800m, Bill Hains ½ mile, Peter Carmody sprint series, Gary Webster mid 

distance series and Chris Murphy distance series. We ran several other handicap events 

and these prove popular with much good natured banter between the runners and the 

handicappers Mick Colgan (sprint) and Alan Bennie (distance). Our 3 event estimated 

time nights were also fun. 

 

 



We participated in a number of events at other venues and in particular  

¶ the run-ride-run against Knox in January where Knox was too good for us. 

¶ the John Gosbell 5km event at East Burwood 

¶ the Living Legends night at Caulfield where managed a victory with a strong all round 

team performance. A popular inductee as a living legend was Kevin Onley. 

On the social scene we had a very successful Xmas party thanks to a band of people, 

particularly our Social organiser Celia Johnson who does a great job in making sure all 

our major events are well catered for. We also enjoy a monthly hot food night, thanks to 

Jenny and Peter Field. 

 

Finally a big thank you to the most important people of all ð those who do all the 

support tasks around the place that keep the venue functioning. It is difficult to single 

people out but particular mention should go to Beryl and Jim Sinclair and helpers for 

their great work in the kitchen, track manager (amongst other things) Mick Colgan, Tony 

Johnson and Lyn Arnel records and Lou Buccieri results. 

 

 

Alan Bennie, Venue Manager 

 

 



NOTICE OF MOTION 
 

 

 

 

THAT THE DRAFT BY LAWS OF THE VMA, AS CIRCULATED VIA THE NEWS 

AND RESULTS AND THE VMA WEBSITE, BE ACCEPTED AND FORM PART OF 

THE CURRENT CONSTITUTION. 

 

 

 

 

 

VENUE REPORTS 

 

At the time of going to print, the Committee had not received an annual report from the 

Aberfeldie Venue. 

 


